Prolonged hypoglycemic crisis associated with glyburide.
An elderly patient taking glyburide 5 mg/day for noninsulin-dependent diabetes mellitus was hospitalized because of severe hypoglycemia. Laboratory results indicated both renal and hepatic abnormalities were present at the time of admission. Despite infusion of 10% dextrose and supplemental boluses of 50% dextrose, the hypoglycemic crisis persisted for 3 days. After it resolved, the patient's diabetes was controlled by diet alone. The patient's age and the presence of hepatic and/or renal impairment must be taken in account in prescribing glyburide. Recognizing patients who may require dosage changes, and educating them on the signs and symptoms of hypoglycemia, may help prevent hospitalizations resulting from this complication associated with glyburide.